Portfolio Guidelines

All students electing the non-thesis option must choose an advisor who will direct your work in Engl 798 and a second faculty committee member.  You must work with your advisor, in consultation with your second committee member, to develop a mutually acceptable portfolio project. Because there is a great deal of flexibility in this option, student-faculty collaboration is crucial.  

We suggest three pathways that a portfolio might take, either singly or in combination.  However, no matter which path you choose, all portfolios must include a Portfolio Essay.
Portfolio Essay  

This essay provides a context for your portfolio project.  It should offer an overview of the topic(s) you are working with along with a summary of relevant theoretical and applied research in your field of specialization.  You should explain which of these theoretical and research trends have shaped your portfolio inquiry, possibly reflecting upon moments in your MA courses that steered you in these directions. 

Although we suggest that your portfolio essay be 30 to 40 pages long, exclusive of works cited, all aspects of the essay form, as well as the form of the portfolio itself, must be negotiated with your advisor.  The portfolio essay must be accompanied by an annotated bibliography.  In addition, non-textual components may be used to fill out your description of the academic and professional contexts to which you are contributing.  

Three Possible Non-thesis Option Pathways

1.  Professional Portfolio

Students choosing this path will develop a portfolio that forwards your professional goals.  To this end, you select relevant papers written during your MA course work and critically reflect upon them.  As you reflect upon your MA course work, you must synthesize and extend it in ways you and your advisor recognize as professionally beneficial. Students electing the Professional Portfolio must also provide the Portfolio Essay described above.

2.  Research Portfolio

This pathway provides flexibility in methods of conducting and reporting research.  Students choosing this path will engage in research that relates to and builds upon your MA course work.  This research must be carried out in consultation with your advisor and committee member and presented in whichever medium or media you and they deem appropriate.  Students electing the research portfolio must present the theoretical and research context for your work in the Portfolio Essay.

3.  Pedagogical or Curriculum Design Portfolio 

Students choosing this pathway will develop a pedagogical or curriculum design project, possibly one that will be useful in your workplace.  This project should describe the specific instructional context in which you are working, as well as the course(s) and pedagogical approach(es) you are proposing.  You should offer details about various course components and provide sample syllabi and teaching materials.  Students electing this path must provide the theoretical and research context for your work in the Portfolio Essay.  

Portfolio Schedule


(1) Prior to Engl 798.   At the end of the semester prior to your first Engl 798 class, you should arrange to work with an advisor and one other faculty committee member.  You must meet first with your advisor and then with both faculty members to discuss your project and construct a reading list to complete before enrolling in Engl 798. 

(2) First Semester of Engl 798.   At the start of your first semester of 798, you review your annotated reading list with your advisor, and, in consultation with him or her, you begin to formulate your portfolio proposal.  When you have completed a draft of your proposal, you give copies to your advisor and second faculty committee member to critique. You then meet with them to discuss it.  When you have completed any revision suggestions they require and they have approved your proposal, you and they will sign the Portfolio Proposal Approval Form.  You give this signed form to the Graduate Program Director along with a copy of your proposal.

(3) Second Semester of Engl 798.  During the second semester of Engl 798, you continue to work with your advisor to complete your project.  When it is finished, you give copies to your advisor and your second committee person to read and offer revision suggestions.  At this time you also schedule a defense date where you will present your finalized project.  The defense may be closed, attended only by your committee, or open, where you invite other people.  After the defense, your committee members complete the Portfolio Assessment form and return it to the Graduate Program Director. You give a copy of your portfolio project to the Graduate Program Director.

Please see the Portfolio Students Due Date Worksheet on our website for specific due dates.

